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Taxonomic Treatment

Xiphotheca Eckl. & Zeyh., Enum. PI. Afric. Aus-

tral. 2: 166. 1836. TYPE: Xiphotheca rotun-

difolia Eckl. & Zeyh. (lectotype, designated by

Schutte & Van Wyk, 1993) [= Xiphotheca tecta

(Thunb.) A. L. Schutte & B.-E. van Wyk],

Priestleya DC. sect. Aneisothea DC., in Ann. Sci. Nat. 4:

91. 1825, Prodr. 2: 121. 1825. TYPE: Priestleya el-

liptica DC. (lectotype, designated by Schutte & Van

Wyk, 1993) [= Xiphotheca elliptica (DC.) A. L.

Schutte & B.-E. van Wyk].

Woody shrubs or shrublets. Leaves alternate or

rarely opposite or subopposite, simple, narrowly el-

liptic to almost circular, mostly flat, sometimes with

recurved margins, pinnately veined; petiole short,

—1 mmlong; stipules inconspicuous, less than 0.5

mmlong. Inflorescence axillary, 2-flowered, with the

two flowers opposite, aggregated into synflores-

cences of up to 20 flowers. Bracts linear to oblan-

ceolate, fused at the base with pedicel for 0.5-1 .0

mm. Bracteoles minute, sometimes lacking. Corolla

yellow, longer than the calyx, glabrous. Calyx nar-

rowed to the base, rarely intrusive; upper two lobes

fused higher up than the lower three lobes; carinal

lobe sometimes longer than the upper four. Stan-

dard petal suborbicular to elliptic; apex emarginate.

Wing petals oblong, longer than the keel; the tips

imbricate; pocket developed as a thickened lobe

toward the inside. Keel petals widely obovate, with

weakly developed pockets, apex obtuse. Stamens

diadelphous, the vexillary filament free; anthers ±
uniform in shape and size, alternately dorsifixed

and subbasifixed. Pistil sessile; style slender,
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